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Who the heck are you, anyway

I’m Elliot! Hi!

I operate a search engine for legal digital manga availability
Mangasear.ch

I have a tiny website, slides will be uploaded here
moesh.it

I used to be the Podcast Host for the UK Anime Network 
I used to write things there too

uk-anime.net

TWITTER: 
@elliotpage



Other Panels this weekend!

This is my Last Panel!!!! 



Abstract

This panel will focus on Legal, Legitimate options for Digital 
Manga, with a particular focus on free or high-value sources.

”Bang for your buck”

Lets not kid ourselves, piracy is rife. I am not covering it here.

Digital Manga is plentiful but highly fragmented

Series availability and ease of access varies *wildly*

Trajectory of ”the space” is generally positive!

I don’t know everything, but I try my best, honest



Mangasear.ch

Formerly hidamari.moe

Tries to answer the questions:
“I wonder if this series has a legitimate release?” 
“Where I can get it from?”

Still very much in ongoing development!

Pimping my own work, feel free to boo me 







TEMPLATE (Store name)

Platforms available on: (x) (y) (Put website link!)

Size of store (Be clear: series or Volumes)

Are there Previews available?

How competitive is the pricing?

How friendly / accommodating is it for Manga Purchasing? (Notes– back 
this up) 
(Ranking Scale!)

Same, but for Reading? (Notes – back this up)

Organised by Primary 

+ves, -ves (don’t overload slide, split over multiple with images if need 
be



Screenshots of Apps Stores, experience

Screen shots of App stores (app, Web)

Screen Shots of Reading Experience (App, web)

Other relevant shots/ images



Entirely Free Manga



Free Storefronts

What this means:

Free, legitimate Manga!

Not a lot of these services out there, but worth bearing in mind.

More publishers/outlets are slowly adding free manga to their services 
in addition to their other offerings.



Mangabox

iOS app, Android App, Limited Web reader

https://www.mangabox.me/

Free-to-read Weekly “Magazine” with a variable cast of series.

Caches the 10 most recent volumes, alongside a historical “Digest” of 
currently running series.

Some nice titles but few of them, and no backlog available.

A massive missed opportunity. L



Android volume set



Android volume set



Android reading 
view





ComicWalker

iOS App, Android App, Web Viewer

http://comic-walker.com
(May need to sent Language to ENG on first visit)

Advertises 40~ titles, all available to read for free.

In reality only a handful of titles have more than a few chapters!

But some of those titles are corkers!

(Do people still say “corkers”? I feel old)





















Viz / Shonen Jump

Web reader, iOS App, Android App

Viz and Shonen Jump will show up multiple times in this panel!

Both terms are used interchangeably, exhaustingly.

Has a good selection of free manga available on its confusing website

The “pattern” of availability varies by series:

• Whole series

• Start of series + current chapters

• Sample at start of series

Sometimes time-limited!









Kodansha

Has 1st chapters of Manga available on its website in web-reader

https://kodanshacomics.com/reader/

Weird page design – reader at top, chapters in a vertical spaced-out list





(Any more Free Legit Sites)

???? Put them Here. ???

http://nihonden.com/manga/legitimately-read-manga (shit formatting, 
no content lol you fucks)

http://mangabookshelf.com/44556/the-legal-manga-reading-sites-you-
dont-know-about/ (hella out of date)

https://www.kotaku.com.au/2017/07/manga-pirates-are-having-
trouble-going-legit/ (interesting, at least)

http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/the-best-sites-to-read-manga-online/
(got all of these lol)

https://www.theoasg.com/resources/how-you-can-read-manga-legally-
in-2016/69 (year old)



**INTERMISSION**







**INTERMISSION OVER**



Subscription Services



Subscription Services

What this means:

Paying a fee, either on its own or as part of another product, to have 
access to either an existing catalogue of Manga, ongoing releases, or 
both.

Few of these around, notable due to size and series available.

Personally believe this would be a well-received format for digital 
manga! 

(As much as I get yelled at on twitter for this belief)



Crunchyroll

iOS App, Android App, Web Viewer

Has a subset of its titles available for free!!

Full Catalog bundled in with a premium subscription

Apps and Web reader are both showing their age

Robust selection of titles, some amazing stuff on there!

Most series have the whole run available

No offline reading – need a constant connection.













READ SOREMACHI



I AM NOT KIDDING



Kiss Him, Not Me is OK

This is also okay I guess

A little Problematic

Anime on Crunchyroll after a
long delay



Weekly Shonen Jump

iOS App, Android App, Web reader.

Told you they would be back.

Releases a weekly anthology of Shonen Jump works very soon after the 
Japanese release

Probably the best bang for your buck. (Pound, whatever)

Can purchase issues individually, or on a recurring subscription.
Works out (much) cheaper with a subscription.

Can also buy individual volumes from multiple stores 
(Don’t do this)



WSJ images













(Screenshot to show the actual MANGA, 
dummy)



(Screenshot to show issue history in-app)



Not-Actually-Manga: J Novel Club

A model for what I would like to see more of in Digital Manga.

A subscription service for Digital Light novels.

Combines both ongoing content and vouchers to redeem for compiled 
full-volume releases.

Allows you to stay current with Light Novels as they are released 
chapter-by-chapter, as well as giving access to back catalog. 

Works with established communities around titles, other publishers.

Also has lots of free content available!



Screenshots of J Novel Club











Fragments / Everything Else



Your local Library

A real-life library!

Depends heavily on your location and local library network

Inter-library loan fees still cheaper than delivery costs, and the manga 
itself is still free

Self-reinforcing cycle – borrowing Manga from a library makes it more 
likely they will stock more Manga

Sadly library eBooks is a non-starter due to nefarious market forces.

Register Your Interest!!!





Manga Reborn

http://en.mangareborn.jp/

Warning: TAT

Weird ”Legal Scanlation” site that has ropey web design and feels 
psuedo-legal. (Is actually legal though)

If you have free time, may be worth ”panning for gold” – some 
worthwhile titles here.

Some free, some paid manga using bizarro ”Coin” currency.

Mostly included here for completions sake







Humble Bundle

Both Viz and Kodansha have dabbled with releasing eBook humble 
bundles

Obscene value, often dozens of books for the cost of 2/3.

Infrequent and time limited. Jump on them if you see them.

Some faff with setting up an eReader / Application to read your 
purchases.

Portable files! A rarity!





Yen Press 1st Volumes

Yen Press have a reduced pricing structure for 1st Volumes of series.

£2-3 for the first volume, if you want a cheap tryout of a series

Digital only

Blockbuster series are not reduced (ex: Nozaki-kun)



Saki!!!!

Mahjong!!!!



Sales! Offers!

Sales and Offers are good, for obvious reason!

The visibility of these vary wildly and depend on the 
storefronts/publishers offering them.

Comixology and Bookwalker have proven to be the most sale-happy 
and also the most visible. 

Kodansha have frequent themed sales, worth keeping an eye on.

Keep an eye on social media for these!

BLACK FRIDAY SOON







Useful 
Resources

Mangasear.ch 
(Plug Plug)

Baka-Updates Manga
(AKA Manga Updates)

Publisher Websites
(highly variable in design, 
information available)

Publisher Facebook/Twitter
(ditto)

Tsundoku Life Simulpub
Directory
(paid and free titles)



Tsundoku life simulpub tracker – helpful 
resource
http://simulpub.tsundokulife.com/

Shows both free and paid “Simulpub” manga.

Warning: site design will kill low-end machines





“Yea, all this is well and good, but what do you 
recommend, smartypants?”
Personal recommendations: (What I use)

Sign up for publisher mailing lists. 
Twitter, Facebook.

Use Crunchyroll Manga if you have a subscription!

Subscribe to Weekly Shonen Jump if any of those series float your boat

BookWalker, Comixology as my first port of call for availability

Failing that, Kobo, Amazon

Lastly, Google Play (ugh)



“Yea, all this is well and good, but what do you 
recommend, smartypants?”

Register your interest in digital releases with Publishers!

When they do Licensing Surveys, fill them in honestly!

Want releases on more Storefronts? Ask!

Want a Digital release to come to Physical? Ask!

Do it politely- they do listen!



Questions?

Thank you for coming to this panel!

Slides will be on my website along with (hopefully) a recording!



Other Panels this weekend!

This is my Last Panel!!!! 

And now its over!!!!

I’m FREE AHAHAHAHAHAHAH



Thanks!

mangasear.ch
moesh.it
@elliotpage


